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GOLDEN AGE TRAVEL EXHIBIT FEATURED AT
CENTRAL LIBRARY
Travel d iaries, posters, photographs and postcards on display
Colorful travel posters, postcards, photographs, diaries and other travel ephemera from the
1920s and 30s are now on display in the Rare Book Room of the Central Library, 1 Lafayette
Square, through May 28, 2011. Travelers and Cosmopolitans: the Tourist is the Other Fellow
explores the golden age of travel through the eyes of 2 prominent locals: Hamilton Phelps
Clawson (1892 - 1975) and Geneva Thompson Porter (c. 1883 - 1971).
The 1920s marked a significant change in travel habits. More people had more time and more
discretionary spending for tourism. Likewise, automobiles, trains, ocean liners, and even
zeppelins offered reliable, comfortable, and luxurious methods for transport.
Throughout his life, Hamilton Phelps Clawson traveled the world. Archaeological pursuits
brought him to Egypt and Sudan. He cruised on the luxury liner Empress of Britain, departing
from Quebec, to Russia, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, and France. A 300-mile walking tour of
the South of France and trips to Ireland and Brazil followed. The common thread through all of
these journeys was the extensive photographs Clawson took to record his experiences. His
collection of diaries, photographs and mementos was donated to the Buffalo and Erie County
Public Library by a generous donor shortly after Clawson’s death in 1975.
Geneva Thompson Porter was born to the prominent Thompson family of North Tonawanda.
An only child, she inherited her family's wealth, and in 1907, she married Peter A. Porter, Jr.
Geneva and Peter spent much of the 1920s on ocean liners, traveling throughout Europe, North
Africa, and the Far East. The Rare Book Room holds three of Geneva's diaries, describing her
1922, 1927, and 1929 European and North African excursions, covering some 81 cities in 15
countries. Her 1929 diary is distinguished by her description of her fortuitous meeting with F.
Scott Fitzgerald on the ocean liner Conte Biancamano. Fitzgerald later wrote about this particular
ocean trip in one of his published short stories.
The Travelers exhibit is free and open to the public during regular Central Library hours. Visit
www.thetourististheotherfellow.blogspot.com to view additional photos, read diary entries,
and learn more about H. Phelps Clawson and Geneva Thompson Porter. The Library System’s
website is www.buffalolib.org.
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